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A guide to Fayetteville-Cumberland Parks and Recreation programs, special events and facilities. 



 

Welcome! 

 

FCPR is proud to continue delivering     
projects that enhance recreation              
opportunities and strengthen our           
communities. One of our recent highlights 
is the opening of our new Deep Creek Road 
Community Center, giving residents a  
modern space to gather and connect. 
 

Weôre also excited about the near         
completion of the Mazarick Park Tennis 
Center. The 6,594-square-foot facility will 
feature 15 courts; including a championship court, four pickleball 
courts and additional amenities. Itôs designed to serve players of all 
skill levels. 
 

We remain committed to expanding our greenways, as seen with the 
newly completed Cape Fear River Trail Connector, connecting the  
Harry F. Shaw Linear Trail to the Cape Fear River Trail. Whether 
you're exploring a new trail, attending a special event, or enjoying a 
neighborhood park, we invite you to discover all that FCPR has to    
offer.  
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Contact Us  

 

NOTE: Fees listed for recreation  
programs and events are the  
approved resident fees. Fees for  
non-residents are double the listed 
resident fee.  

Administrative Office 
Athletics 
Parks Division 

910-433-1547 
910-433-1547 
910-433-1556 

 

 

 

The Activities Guide is designed to provide a brief snapshot of the many  

activities provided by FCPR, focusing on new programs and special events.  

For a complete listing of all FCPR programs, special events and facilities,  

visit the website: www.fcpr.us. 
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Orange Street School Ribbon Cutting 

www.fcpr.us 

The City of Fayetteville hosted a ribbon cutting ceremony to celebrate the newly renovated Orange Street 
School, located at 600 Orange Street, on February 27, 2025.  
 
The restored historical building will support STEM educational activities and cultural art programs open to 
the public. ñThis ribbon cutting marked a celebration of history, education, and community progress. This 
historic site, once a cornerstone of learning, now stands as a symbol of resilience and  
opportunity in Fayetteville, said Fayetteville Mayor Mitch Colvin. ñThe Orange Street School is more than 
just a building - it is a testament to the strength, perseverance, and contributions of those who walked its 
halls,ò added Colvin. "Preserving this historic landmark ensures that its legacy of education and progress 
continues to inspire future generations.ò 
 
Orange Street School, built in 1915, was one of the first publicly funded schools for African American  
children in Fayetteville. This large, two-story, brick facility marked a major improvement over the typical 
small wood frame structures commonly used for Black public education across the region. The school was 
the origin of E.E. Smith High school which began on the second floor of the building in 1927. When the 
high school relocated out of the building, Orange Street School served as an elementary school until 1951 
and then, briefly as a junior high school from 1951-1953. From 1953-1983, the building served as the  
Cumberland County Board of Educationôs offices and storage. The school was then deeded in 1986 to the 
Orange Street School Restoration and Historical Association. 
 
ñThe restoration of the Orange Street School reflects our communityôs commitment to preserving its history 
while investing in the future of Cumberland County and its youth,ò said Board of Commissioners Chairman 
Kirk deViere. ñI applaud the collaborative efforts of the City of Fayetteville, the Orange Street School  
Restoration and Historical Association, and our state and county partners in bringing this important vision 
to life.ò 
 
The Orange Street School Restoration project included exterior and interior improvements. Exterior  
renovations included improved security fencing and landscaping, roof replacement, driveway and  
accessibility improvement, and replacing the picnic shelter. Interior improvements included structural  
enhancements to stabilize the facility, painting of the facility, upgrades to the kitchen and restrooms,       
installing a recording studio, new lighting fixtures and window shades, and all new furniture and         
equipment.  
 
Overall, the goal of this project was to ensure equitable access to learning opportunities and the use of fine 
arts and science resources to support strong student outcomes. This includes developing 21st century skills 
such as STEM knowledge, artistic expression, critical thinking and problem solving, communication,             
collaboration, creativity, digital literacy, and social-emotional intelligence. It also aims to recognize the  
diverse experiences of the Black American community, celebrate the cultural richness of Fayetteville,   
honor the past as a guide for the future, and show how bringing together diverse groups can lead to new 
ideas and perspectives.  
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Fayetteville History Museum 
325 Franklin Street, 910-433-1457, 910-433-1458 or 910-433-1944  

Exhibit Galleries Open to the Public Tues.-Sat. 10 am-4 pm; Admission is Free 

GENERAL INFORMATION 
 
The Fayetteville History Museum is the hub for history in downtown Fayetteville. From the history enthusiast to families  
looking for fun, there is something for everyone here. Staff operates the museum, museum annex and other city owned historic 
sites. The museum is a wonderful educational resource for the City of Fayetteville, filled with artifacts and exhibits focused on 
local history. Opportunities are available for tours or presentations appropriate for various interests and age levels. In addit ion to 
ongoing activities, the museum offers special programs throughout the year. 

HISTORIC BUILDING OPEN HOUSES 
 
Massey Hill Mill House Open House 
Join museum staff for a look inside the Massey Hill Mill 
House Museum, located next to the Massey Hill Recreation 
Center. Learn about three historic textile mills and their  
impact on the community they helped to build.  
Call to register. 
All ages; Sat., Sept. 20; 11 am-noon; Free   
 

NEW! Historic Classroom at Orange Street 
School Open House 
Join museum staff for a look inside the recently restored  
Historic Classroom at Orange Street School, located at 600 
Orange Street. Learn about the educational significance of the 
school, the Black leaders of Fayetteville who paved the path 
and the continuing impact this institution has in Fayetteville. 
Call to register. 
All ages; Sat., Jan. 24; 11 am to noon; Free  
 
E.E. Smith House Open House 
A new semester has begun! Join museum staff for a look inside 
the E.E. Smith House, located at 135 Blount Street. Learn 
about the life and legacy of one of Fayettevilleõs own  
educators, Dr. Ezekiel Ezra Smith, and his impact on the  
community. Built in 1902, the E.E. Smith House is listed on 
the National Register of Historic Places. Call to register. 
All ages; Fri.; Feb. 14 and 28; 10-11 am; Free   
 

SPECIAL EVENTS 
 
 
 
 
 
Downtown Historic Landmark Scavenger Hunt 
Explore and engage with Historic Downtown Fayetteville! 
Follow the Fayetteville History Museum's social media for 
landmarks to search for in this interactive scavenger hunt. To 
participate, simply take a picture of the landmark, upload and 
tag the museum, then stop by the museum once you've  
completed the scavenger hunt. How many historic landmarks 
can you find? 
All ages; Begins in Sept.; During museum hours; Free 

Cross Creek Cemetery #2 Walking Tours 
Established shortly after the Civil War, this sacred space is 
the final resting place for many Fayetteville citizens who 
lived in the 19th and 20th centuries. Cross Creek Cemetery 
#2 includes Brookside, an early municipally owned African 
American Cemetery, as well as our communityõs early Jewish 
Cemetery. Museum staff will lead the tour every Friday in 
October. The tour begins at the corner of Lamon and Ann 
Streets. Parking is available along Lamon Street. Participants 
will travel in the cemetery, requiring moderate walking.  
Visitors are invited to attend in costume on October 31 for a 
special Halloween fact-or-treat event. 
10+; Fri.; Oct. 3, 10, 17, 24, 31; noon-1:30 pm; Free 
 

City Market at the Museum - Fall Harvest Fest 
Visit the market for a day of fun, games and giveaways.  
Celebrate our farmers, crafters and the creative energy they 
bring to downtown Fayetteville. The market is hosted on the 
grounds of the museum every Saturday from 9 am-1 pm. The 
market season runs from April through December, but a  
number of vendors appear year round. 
All ages; Sat., Oct. 18; 9 am-1 pm; Free 
 

Tea of the Town - Fall Break Bus Tour 
Looking for something to do during your day off from school? 
Are you interested in hearing about the tea of Fayettevilleõs 
past? Do you also enjoy the spookier side of history? We have  
just the thing to satisfy that curiosity. Join us at the  
Fayetteville History Museum on Monday, October 20 to hop 
on a bus for a tour you are not soon to forget. Visit sites with  
rumored hauntings, salacious scandals and perhaps even a 
cemetery or two. Space is limited and registration is required, 
so book your spot early! Participants will travel via bus but 
the tour does involve some walking. For more information, or 
to book your spot, call the museum. 
13-17 yrs; Mon., Oct. 20; 9 am-1 pm; $10/person 
 

Downtown Architecture Walking Tour  
Much of Fayettevilleõs history can be traced through its  
historic structures. Explore the form and function of our built 
environment with this walking tour. Join museum staff for 
this unique tour of our hometown! Moderate walking is  
involved. For more information or to register, call the  
museum.  
10+; Fri., Nov. 14; noon-1 pm; Free 
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A Dickens Holiday 
The Fayetteville History Museum and Downtown Alliance 
invite you to A Dickens Holiday, something only a Scrooge 
would miss! Come to enjoy a host of Victorian inspired events 
to include music performances, costumes, caroling, special 
carriage rides and much more. This is a great day to take a 
stroll through downtown. For more information, visit 
www.faydta.com . 
All ages; Fri., Nov. 28; 1-9 pm; Free and fee activities 
 

City Market at the Museum  
Winter Holiday Celebrations 
The City Market at the Museum invites you to come out and 
shop local for the holiday season. Each Saturday we will offer 
a winter holiday themed craft or activity for visitors (while 
supplies last) to enjoy while they check off their Christmas 
lists with local crafters and growers. The market meets  
Saturday from 9 am-1 pm. Fresh, locally grown vegetables, 
fruits, eggs, honey and other farm products are offered for 
sale. These seasonal offerings along with plants, flowers, 
wood crafts, knitted goods, soap, candles, jewelry and other 
handcrafted products can be purchased. Lots of fun  
òmini-eventsó are planned throughout the season. The market  
season runs from April-December, but a number of vendors 
appear year round.  
All ages; Sat.; 9 am-1 pm; Free 
Dec. 6: Create a Christmas/Holiday Card 
Dec. 13: Winter Holidays Around the World 
Dec. 20: Winter Warmer with Hot Cocoa! 
 

Historic Church Tour 
Join us on Monday, December 8 as we travel through  
Downtown Fayetteville to learn about the development of 
our communityõs early religious and historic churches.  
Participants will travel via bus but the tour does involve some 
walking. Registration is required. Space is limited and offered 
on a first come, first serve basis. For more information or to 
register, call the museum. 
10+; Mon., Dec. 8; 9 am-noon; $5/person 
 

Winter Wonderland Scavenger Hunt 
Pick a chilly Saturday in January to go on a hunt through our 
main museum galleries. Each Saturday in the month of  
January, kids can search for special local history questions 
(and the answers) hidden throughout our exhibits. This  
self-guided, family-friendly activity is perfect for Grades 2-5 
who are eager to learn more about Fayetteville and the  
surrounding area. Prizes awarded while supplies last. 
6+; Sat.; Jan. 3, 10, 17, 24, 31; During museum hours; Free 
 

Black History Month Scavenger Hunt 
The Fayetteville History Museum galleries share many facets 
of the impactful story of Fayettevilleõs Black community.  
Individuals can search for special local African American  
history questions (and the answers) hidden throughout our 
exhibits. This self-guided, family-friendly activity is perfect 
for all ages who are eager to learn more about Fayetteville and 
itõs rich African American history. 
All ages; Feb.; During museum hours; Free 

 

Historic Cross Creek Cemetery #1  
American Revolution Walking Tour  
Join a local historian this winter for a tailored tour of Cross 
Creek Cemetery #1 on the 250th Anniversary of the Battle of 
Mooreõs Creek Bridge. Learn about some extraordinary 
Fayettevillians who experienced the American Revolutionary 
War firsthand, whether as a soldier or a loved one who  
waited. Topics including cemetery iconography and  
architecture will also be explored. The tour begins at 339 N. 
Cool Springs St., next to the Cross Creek Cemetery #1  
signage. Parking is available along N. Cool Springs St.  
Participants will travel in the cemetery, requiring moderate 
walking. 
All ages; Fri., Feb. 27; noon-1 pm; Free 
 

EXHIBITS 
 
The museum features a number of exhibits to highlight  
specific people, events and places that impacted Fayetteville 
and Cumberland County. We encourage you to visit us often, 
as there is always something new to see and learn about the 
history of our area.  
All ages; Tues.-Sat.; 10 am-4 pm; Free  
 

The Art of Dying: A Chronological Look at  
Funerary Practices in Cumberland County  

This temporary exhibit highlights our local story of death: 
how we prepare, how we mourn and how we care for those 
who pass. This display includes mourning clothing and     
accessories, artifacts relating to Fayettevilleõs funerary  
industry, iconography and local historical cemetery secrets. 
All ages; Opens Tues., Sept. 30; During museum hours; Free 
 

Fayettevilleôs Music History Exhibit  
This temporary exhibit takes a look at Fayettevilleõs music 
history, from schools to the Fayetteville Symphony Orchestra, 
to artists who lived in Fayetteville. On display will be several 
artifacts including sheet music, images and more. Come check 
out our tunes!  
All ages; Opens Tues., Jan. 20; During museum hours; Free  
 

Ongoing exhibits include: 
African Americans Building Fayetteville 
Baseball 
Books 
History of the Cape Fear River 
Naval Stores 
PreContact 
The Fayetteville Observer 
...and more! 

www.fcpr.us 
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J. Bayard Clark Park & Nature Center 
631 Sherman Drive, 910-433-1579 

Park Hours: 8 am-Dusk 
Nature Center Hours: March-Oct.: Mon.-Sat. 10 am-4 pm 

Nov.-Feb.: Mon.-Fri. 10 am-4 pm 

GENERAL INFORMATION 
 
Clark Park and its Nature Center join the Cape Fear River Trail (CFRT) and Moses Mathis òBicycle Manó playground/trailhead 
to form a complex suited for hours of enjoyment and education. It remains a natural woodland area dedicated to preserving the 
environment, educating the public on North Carolina plants and wildlife and providing a place to passively commune with  
nature. The Nature Center features displays and live animals. Visitors can picnic overlooking the woods and the highest waterfall 
in the coastal plain. 
 
For those interested in walking or jogging, the park has its own set of unpaved trails, and also serves as a trailhead for the paved 
CFRT. The CFRT has dedicated mountain biking trails, accessed near the Rivercliff subdivision at the bottom of Eastwood  
Avenue. Well behaved, leashed pets are welcome on trails as long you clean up after them. The park features a permanently  
installed Storywalk®, a partnership with the Cumberland County Public Library to bring walkable books to young readers.  
Contact the park office if you would like to receive a copy of our monthly newsletter with updated program information or  
follow us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/fcprnature. 
 
Clark Park offers programming for educators, groups, individuals and families. Programs meet at the Nature Center unless  
otherwise noted. You must pre-register for all programs and space is limited in most classes. Details for group reservations and a 
full list of programs can be found at www.fcpr.us/parks -trails/parks/clark -park. 

Edible and Medicinal Plants 
Before the age of modern medicine, people had to know how 
to use different plants to treat their ailments. Native plants 
also served as a source of food for those who knew how to 
properly collect and prepare them. Learn about the edible and 
medicinal plants of NC on this ranger-led hike. 
8+; Fri., Sept. 19; 4:30-6 pm; Free 
 

Fall & Winter Gardening 
Join NC State Extension and the Master Gardeners to learn 
how to transition your garden from summer into the cooler 
seasons. This workshop will cover what to plant, when to 
plant it and how to prepare your soil for fall and winter  
gardening success. Discover the best cold-hardy crops and 
techniques to keep your garden thriving year-round. Perfect 
for beginners and seasoned gardeners alike! 
All ages; Tues., Sept. 23; 5:30-6:30 pm; Free 
 

 

To register for Clark Park programs, call or visit www.fcpr.us.  
 
PARK PROGRAMS 
 
Animal Feedings 
Alligators chomping, snakes swallowing and turtles  
snapping...come see what is for dinner at the nature center!  
All ages; Wed.; 3 pm; Sat. (March-Oct.); 2 pm; Free 
 

Nature Storytime 
You and your child are invited to Clark Park for an interactive 
storytime with the Cumberland County Public Library. The 
story will be followed by themed crafts and activities.  
6-under yrs w/adult; Tues.; 1-2 pm; Free 
Sept. 9: Leaves 
Oct. 7: Pumpkins 
Nov. 10: Turkeys 
Dec. 9: Evergreen/Pine Trees 
Jan. 6: Hibernation 
Feb. 10: Archery 
 

Sensory Night and Marshmallow Roast 
Learn how to use your other senses as we explore how  
animals move at night along the Clark Park trails. We will 
conclude by warming up around the fire and roasting  
marshmallows. Pre-registration required. 
5+; Fri., Sept. 12; 7:30-9:30 pm; $5/participant  

 
 
 
 
 



Fall Break Stroll and Canoe 
Join a park ranger at the nature center for a quick ride out to 
hidden lake along our Cape Fear River Trail. After a brief 
safety and paddling introduction, we will mosey around the 
hidden lake and enjoy the natural beauty followed by short 
hike around our mountain bike trail. Space is limited. Bring a 
lunch and water bottle.  
8+; Mon., Oct. 20; 11 am-3:30 pm; $10/participant 
 

NC Ghosts and Legends Campfire Program 
North Carolina has a long and mysterious history. Learn 
about local lore and legends as you listen to stories of this 
regionõs haunted past around the campfire. Enjoy sõmores and 
roasted marshmallows over the campfire. Dress for the  
outdoors. Bring water and a flashlight. We will meet at the 
Nature Center and take a short walk to the campground. 
Promptness is essential. May not be suitable for young  
children. 
5+; Fri., Oct. 24; 6-8 pm; $5/participant              
 

Stepping Out to a New Year 
Join a park ranger for a 2 to 2 ½ mile walk along our paved 
Cape Fear River Trail to see where the river meets the trail. 
Discover what winter birds reside in our area as well as some 
evergreen plants.  
All ages; Mon., Jan. 5; 9-11:30 am; Free 
 

NC Snakes 
Snakes are one of the most feared and misunderstood  
animals.  Find out the real story about North Carolinaõs 
snakes. Learn about snake anatomy, behavior and how to 
distinguish venomous from non-venomous species. Models, 
skins and live snakes will be on display. You will have a 
chance to pet a live snake after the presentation. 
All ages; Fri., Jan. 23; 3-4:30 pm; Free              
 

Spiders 
With their 8 legs, multiple eyes and web-making abilities, 
spiders are recognized by people the world over. Learn about 
these creepy little bugs and why they are important to the 
natural world. Find out about some of the many species of 
spiders that call North Carolina home. Make a spider craft to 
take home. 
All ages; Fri., Feb. 13; 3-4:30 pm; Free 

 
 
 
 

OUTDOOR RECREATION 
 
Rhodes Pond Kayak Trip 
Rhodes Pond, a popular fishing spot for largemouth bass and 
bowfin, is a 461-acre lake located in Godwin. It is rich with  
cypress trees and animal life and is best viewed by boat. All 
kayaking equipment will be provided, but you must  
provide your own transportation to the lake in Harnett  
County. Bring water, snacks and a sack lunch. Trip is  
dependent on weather. Space is limited.  
Participants under age 16 must be accompanied by a  
participating adult.   
10+; Sun., Sept. 7; 11 am-3 pm; $15/participant 
 

Basic Archery                                           
This class is designed to introduce the sport of archery to 
beginners. Participants will use compound bows as they learn 
the basics of archery. We will teach safety, proper stance and 
correct technique. You will be hitting the bullõs eye in no 
time! Adults welcome too. Space is limited. Registration 
deadline is 48 hours in advance. 
11+; Sat., Sept. 20; Sat., Oct. 4; Fri., Jan. 9; Mon., Feb. 16;  
11 am-2 pm; $5/participant 
 

Youth Archery Clinic                                     
This is an introductory class for younger archers. Smaller 
bows and a shorter class time will help beginning archers 
learn the basics of safety, equipment care, and proper form. 
Parent or guardian must stay and supervise.   
Space is limited.  
5-10 yrs; Sat., Oct. 18; Fri., Dec. 19; Mon., Jan. 19; 11 am-1 pm; 
$5/participant 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Pumpkin Archery Shoot 
Come out after Halloween for a time to shoot at our  
pumpkins or bring your own. After learning the basics,  
practice your skills at hitting the target with our compound 
bows or crossbow pistol and hit the gooey center of the 
pumpkin. Space is limited.  
Sat., Nov. 1; 8+; 9 am-noon; 5-7 yrs; 1-3 pm; $5/participant  
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Archery Challenge Course 
Have a little fun with archery as you test your skills shooting 
a variety of targets, playing archery games and taking on  
archery challenges. Participants will also get an introduction 
to field archery and 3-D archery. Some experience is helpful 
but not required. Register early, space is limited. 
8+; Wed., Nov. 26; 11 am-2 pm; $5/participant  
 

Christmas Archery 
Join us for a holiday themed spin on our classic Basic Archery 
class! This class is designed to introduce the sport of archery. 
Participants will use compound bows as they learn the basics. 
We will teach safety, proper stance and correct technique. 
We will play some reindeer games. Adults welcome too. Reg-
ister early, space is limited. 
8+; Tues., Dec. 23; 10 am-noon; $5/participant  
 

Adaptive Archery  
The Adaptive Archery program offers the opportunity to 
learn, practice and enjoy camaraderie with the other           
participants.  Pre-registration is required. Call 910-433-1395 
for more information or to register.  
8+; Fri., Feb. 6; 9-11 am; Free 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Teen Adventure Series 
Are you ready to level up your outdoor skills and take on new 
challenges? This six-month adventure series is designed for 
teens who love the outdoors and want to build real-world 
skills while having a blast. Each month, weõll meet for  
hands-on sessions that explore navigation, survival basics, 
outdoor leadership and adventure-based activities. Each  
session is packed with movement, problem-solving, and  
opportunities to connect with new friends. Whether youõre 
new to the outdoors or already love nature, this program will 
boost your confidence, skills and connection to the wild 
world around you.  
14+; Fri.; Sept. 12, Oct. 17, Nov. 14, Dec. 12,  Jan. 16, Feb. 20; 
3-4:30 pm; Free 
 

SPECIAL EVENTS 
 
Homeschool Discovery Series 
These programs are designed with homeschoolers in mind to 
help supplement their curriculum. Meet at the Nature  
Center.  
All ages; 1st Thurs. of each month; 10-11:30 am; Free 
 
Sept. 4: Insects 
Learn about the diversity of different types of insects and 
then we will try to find some around the park. 
 
Oct. 2: Spiders and Other Arachnids 
We will discuss what separates arachnids from insects and 
then explore the trail to see if we cand fine some.  
 
Nov. 6: Fall Nature Journaling 
Explore the trail using your different sense as we look for 
signs of the changing season. 
 
Dec. 4: Evergreen Wreath 
Learn about some of the evergreen trees in the park as we 
make wreaths out of wisteria vines. Space is limited and reg-
istration is required.  
 
Jan. 8: Animal Track Orienteering 
Bring your own notepad for this adventure. We will learn 
how to use a compass to navigate the trail, while identifying 
animal tracks.   
 
Feb. 5: Hibernation 
Discover where our local animals sleep during the winter and 
which ones are true hibernators. 
 

Park Ranger Chats at Bill Crisp Senior Center 
This lecture series will focus on a new topic each month.  
Program is held at the Bill Crisp Senior Center. Please call 
Clark Park (910-433-1579) or the Bill Crisp Senior Center 
(910-433-1248) to register.  
55+; Wed.; 1-2 pm; Free 
Sept. 3: Fossil Cephalopods: Squid, Nautiloids and  
Ammonites  
Oct. 1: North Carolina Ghosts and Legends II 
Nov. 5: Carnivorous Plants 
Dec. 3: Atmospheric Phenomena 
Jan. 7: Unusual Rocks and Minerals 
Feb. 4: North Carolina Venomous Snakes 
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Cape Fear River Trail and Mountain Bike Trail 

Cape Fear River Trail 
 
The Cape Fear River Trail (CFRT) is a 10-foot wide paved 
path for walkers, joggers, bicyclists and others utilizing  
non-motorized transportation. It winds for over 7 miles,  
one-way, through a beautiful blend of trees, plants and  
wildlife with spectacular views of the river. The terrain can be 
flat or slightly hilly. In addition to the wooden bridges,  
including one covered bridge, there is over 1,000 feet of  
boardwalk through the marsh and wetlands along the trail.  
A short connector links the Harry F. Shaw Linear Park Trail 
with the newest section of the Cape Fear River Trail near 
Riverside Dog Park (limited parking is available at the dog 
park). 
 
Along the trail are interpretive signs explaining the wildlife 
and plant life found in the area. There are more than 700  
species of plants and trees, and 150 species of birds. The river 
trail area is also home to an unusual combination and  
diversity of hardwood trees. Frogs, lizards and turtles are 
common sights, with an occasional deer, turkey or bald eagle. 
 
A trail head named in honor of Moses Mathis, is centrally 
located on the trail at Clark Park. The trail is designated as 
part of the East Coast Greenway. The Greenway is a series of 
urban trails and greenways that will eventually connect from 
Calais, Maine to Key West, Florida, similar to the  
Appalachian Trail. 
 
The Cape Fear Mountain Bike Trail is accessible off of the 
CFRT. Access is located 1 mile north of Clark Park traveling 
towards Methodist University, not far from the intersection 
with Eastwood Avenue. Additional details on the Cape Fear 
Mountain Bike Trail are provided in the next column. 
 

Before You Go: 
¶ The trail is open 365 days a year from 8 am to dusk. 

¶ Parking is available at Jordan Soccer Complex and  
Clark Park. 

¶ A short connector links the Linear Park Trail with the 
CFRT near Riverside Dog Park (limited parking  
available). 

¶ The trail is not a loop. It is 7 miles long, one-way.  
Plan to have transportation waiting where you finish. 

¶ Pets must be leashed. Owners are responsible for  
cleaning up after their pets. 

¶ Some sections of the trail are steep and therefore  
hazardous. Bicyclists are to maintain speeds under 15 
mph and yield to pedestrians. Carefully control your bike 
on slopes. 

Cape Fear Mountain Bike Trail 
 
The 13 mile Cape Fear Mountain Bike Trail is a feature of the 
Cape Fear River Trail. Access is located 1 mile north of Clark 
Park traveling towards Methodist University, not far from 
the intersection with Eastwood Avenue. This meandering  
woodland trail is suitable for cyclists and hikers alike. 
 
The Cape Fear Mountain Bike Trail is the result of  
Fayetteville Cumberland Parks and Recreation gaining  
support through various volunteer groups, individuals and a 
partnership with The Bicycle Shop.  
 
If you are interested in volunteering for trail maintenance, 
leave your contact information with a park ranger. 
 

*SAFETY* RIDERS MUST WEAR HELMETS.  
It is very common to take a tumble on an off road course and 
safety is key to preventing injury. There are tight turns and 
constantly changing conditions which require vigilance and 
constant attention. 

¶ Take caution at every intersection.  
Mountain bikers will need to yield to CFRT users. 

¶ Avoid riding immediately after it rains, for safety, and to 
allow the trail to dry to prevent trail erosion. 

¶ Maintain speeds that allow you to yield to pedestrians 
and that are within your abilities. 
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Lake Rim Park 
2214 Tar Kiln Drive, 910-433-1018 

Park Hours: March-Oct. 7 am-9 pm; Nov.-Feb. 7 am-5 pm 
Office Hours: Mon.-Fri. 10 am-4 pm 

GENERAL INFORMATION 
 
Whether you want to take a stroll on the 1-mile border trail through the wetlands to Bones Creek, play a game of soccer with 
friends, or have a family picnic, Lake Rim Park offers something for everyone. An assortment of outdoor amenities, including  
picnic areas, horseshoe pits, walking trails, tennis courts, sand volleyball courts, athletic fields, natural areas and childrenõs  
playgrounds are here for you to enjoy. The park features a permanently installed Storywalk®, a partnership with the Cumberland 
County Public Library to bring walkable books to young readers. All facilities are open to the public on a first come, first serve 
basis unless they are reserved. To find out how you can reserve a picnic shelter or athletic field for your special event contact the 
park office. Well-behaved, furry family members are welcome to enjoy a walk around the park too, but they must be on a leash 
and under your control at all times. Thank you for cleaning up after your pets. 
 
You must pre-register for all programs. Register early; space is limited in most classes. Please contact the park office if you would 
like to receive a copy of our monthly newsletter with updated program information or follow us on Facebook at 
www.facebook.com/fcprnature. 

Wreath Decoration Hike 
Join us at Lake Rim Park for a short hike around the trail as 
we enjoy some hot cocoa and get inspired to decorate a vine 
wreath. Registration deadline is 48 hours prior to the  
program date. 
All ages; Fri., Dec. 12; 4-6 pm; $5/wreath 
 
Snowman Race Car 
Come out with your family for a day of crafting and thrills. 
Create your own snowman racer and compete to see who 
wins. Registration deadline is 48 hours prior to the program 
date. 
All ages; Mon., Dec. 22; 11 am-1 pm; $5/craft 
 

Senior Sip and Stroll 
Warm your hands with a cup of coffee and a stroll around the 
park to see early signs of spring. Registration deadline is 48 
hours prior to the program date. 
55+; Thurs.; Jan. 8, Feb. 26; 9-10 am; Free 

To register for Lake Rim Park Programs, call or visit www.fcpr.us.  
 
PARK PROGRAMS 
 
Story Time 
You and your child are invited to Lake Rim Park for an  
interactive story time with the Cumberland County Public 
Library. The story will be followed by themed crafts and  
activities. Registration deadline is 48 hours prior to the  
program date. 
6-under yrs w/adult; Fri., Sept. 12: Rain; Mon., Jan. 5: Nature;  
1-2 pm; Free 
 

Sip and Stroll 
Warm your hands with a cup of coffee or hot coco and take a 
stroll around the park. Registration deadline is 48 hours prior 
to the program date. 
All ages; Mon., Sept. 22; Mon., Oct. 20; 9-10 am; Free 
 

Sensory Trail Walk and Story 
You and your child are invited to Lake Rim Park for an  
interactive trail walk as we use our senses to discover nature 
along the trail. Registration deadline is 48 hours prior to the 
program date. 
6-under yrs w/adult; Tues., Nov. 4; noon-2 pm; Free 
 

Ornament Decoration and Walk 
Join us at Lake Rim Park for a short walk around the trail as 
we enjoy some hot cocoa and decorate some ornaments.  
Registration deadline is 48 hours prior to the program date. 
All ages; Tues.; Dec. 2 and 16; 2-4 pm; $5/craft 
 
 
 



Mazarick Park 
1400 Belvedere Avenue 

To rent the Mazarick Park Building,  
call Clark Park at 910-433-1579 

For Mazarick Park Shelter Rentals,  
call 910-433-1547 

Park Hours: Mazarick One and Two 8 am-Dusk 

Mazarick Park is a multi-purpose park featuring a disc golf 
course, playground, lake with paved trail and picnic shelters.  
Tennis courts and a baseball field are available for a friendly 
game. Picnic areas are open to the public on a first come, first 
serve basis unless they are reserved. The Glenville Lake Pier is 
open for fishing; you must abide by state fishing license  
requirements.  

OUTDOOR RECREATION 
 
Lake Rim Morning Kayak Tour 
Looking for an affordable, fun and easy outdoor adventure? 
Join us at Lake Rim and enjoy the early days of fall weather 
while a ranger guides you on a leisurely, afternoon kayak tour 
of the lake. Kayaks, paddles and life vests provided. Limited 
space available. Registration deadline is 48 hours prior to the 
program date. 
10+; Sat., Sept. 20; 9-11 am; $15/participant  
 

Lake Rim Afternoon Kayak Tour 
Looking for an affordable, fun and easy outdoor adventure? 
Join us at Lake Rim and enjoy the early days of fall weather 
while a ranger guides you on a leisurely, afternoon kayak tour 
of the lake. Kayaks, paddles and life vests provided. Limited 
space available. Registration deadline is 48 hours prior to the 
program date. 
10+; Fri., Oct. 17; 4-6 pm; $15/participant 
 

Senior Kayak Tour 
Looking for a fun and easy workout while soaking up the  
sunshine? Join us at Lake Rim and enjoy the fall weather 
while a ranger guides you on a leisurely kayak tour of the 
lake. Kayaks, paddles and life vests provided. Limited space 
available. Registration deadline is 48 hours prior to the  
program date. 
55+; Tues., Oct. 28; 10 am-noon; $5/participant 
 

Basic Archery                                           
This class is designed to introduce the sport of archery to 
beginners. Participants will use compound bows as they learn 
the basics. We will teach safety, proper stance and correct 
technique. You will be hitting the bullõs-eye in no time! 
Adults welcome too. Call or register online, space is limited.   
Registration deadline is 48 hours prior to the program date. 
8+; Fri., Nov. 21; 1-3 pm; Fri., Feb. 13; noon-2 pm;  
$5/participant 
 

Teen Adventure Workday Camp 
Are you a teen looking for a fun day outdoors? Join us at Lake 
Rim and enjoy the Fall weather while a ranger guides you on 
a day filled with adventures and various activities. Limited 
space available. Registration deadline is 48 hours prior to the 
program date. 
13-17 yrs; Mon., Oct. 13; 9 am-1 pm; Free 

SPECIAL EVENTS 
 
Park Chats at Lake Rim Park 
This lecture series will focus on a new topic each month.  
Program is held at Lake Rim Park. Please call Lake Rim Park 
to register. Registration deadline is 48 hours prior to the  
program date. 
All ages; Mon.; 1-2 pm; Free 
Sept. 22: Fall Colors 
Oct. 20: Night Creatures 
Nov. 17: Leave No Trace: Responsible Recreation 
Dec. 15: Holly Days  
Jan. 19: Surviving Elements: Wilderness First Aid 
Feb. 16: Spring Babies and Buds 
 

Legends and Lore Trail Walk 
Take a walk along the Border Trail and learn about various 
local North Carolina legends. 
All ages; Mon.-Fri.; Oct. 27-31; 10 am-4 pm; Free   
 

Thankfulness Tree 
Come in to the Lake Rim Park office to pick a leaf. Write 
something you are thankful for and add it to the growing tree.  
All ages; Mon.-Fri.; Month of Nov.; 10 am-4 pm; Free 

L
A

K
E

 R
IM

 P
A

R
K

 A
N

D
 M

A
Z

A
R

IC
K

 P
A

R
K

 

10 www.fcpr.us 



Fayetteville is proud to be the home of the North Carolina Veterans Park. The first state park dedicated to military veterans ð 
young and oldéliving or deceasedéfrom all branches of the Armed Services. 
 
With its rich military heritage, Fayetteville is the perfect place to house the North Carolina Veterans Park. The Cityõs beautif ully 
revitalized downtown is a fitting location, given the spirit of renewal embodied in the park. Whatõs more, North Carolina is 
proud to call itself the òMost Military Friendlyó state, and the Veterans Park incorporates many natural and architectural  
elements that represent the state. Symbolic features pay homage to the veterans from all 100 counties of North Carolina and  
represent the citizens who support them. 
 
The primary theme of the North Carolina Veterans Park (NCVP) is a òVeteranõs Journey: life before, during and after service.ó 
The secondary theme is rebirth and healing. This park represents that redevelopment. 
 
A 3,500 square foot Visitors Center anchors the park near the entrance. The Visitors Center includes a Service Ribbon Wall 
made of fused glass, representing every service medal awarded since the Civil War, as well as a unique chandelier made from 
33,500 òdog tagsó (service member identification tags).  Special exhibits are often featured in the space, highlighting specific  
military topics. 
 
Outside the Visitors Center is the North Carolina Soils Wall, built with soil collected from the stateõs 100 counties. Native soils 
from North Carolina are featured and used throughout the park. Numerous fountains and sculptures help tell the story of a  
service memberõs journey through their military career and beyond.  

EXHIBITS 
 
The park is host to a number of small exhibits in the visitor center. These informational exhibits highlight various aspects of  
military heritage and history. Also, the natural beauty in the park changes as the seasons do. Visit the park throughout the year 
to see new and fresh sights. 
All ages; Open Tues.-Sat.; During Visitors Center hours; Free 
 

PROGRAMS 
 
Constitution Day 
Join the local Col. Robert Rowan Chapter of the D.A.R. for this engaging speaker series commemorating Constitution Day. 
Speakers will include local historians, military members and other dignitaries. This event is free and open to the public.  
Program begins at 11 am. For more information, please refer to the Col. Robert Rowan Chapter at  
www.ncdar.org/ColonelRobertRowan/html/history.html . 
All ages; Wed., Sept. 17; 11 am; Free 
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North Carolina Veterans Park 
300 Bragg Boulevard, 910-433-1457, 910-433-1458 or 910-433-1944 

Admission Is Free 
Park Hours: 8 am-Dusk 

 



YOUTH TEAM SPORTS   
 
Birth certificate, proof of residence and fee are required at 
the time of registration. The first two weeks of  
registration will be open to residents only. Participants 
can register and play at any recreation center. 

Basketball  
Registration is October 1-December 1. Ages 5 and 6 will  
participate in a 6-week instructional program on Saturday 
mornings. Ages 7-17 will participate in league play. Season 
starts in January. League age is the age attained by a player 
prior to April 1 of the current playing year.  
Boys and Girls; 5-17 yrs; $40 residents; $80 non-residents;  
$5 late fee 
 

Baseball 
Registration is January 1-March 1. Season starts in April. 
League age is the age attained by a player prior to July 1 of the 
current playing year.  
Boys and Girls; 3-17 yrs; $40 residents; $80 non-residents;  
$5 late fee 
 

Softball  
Registration is January 1-March 1. Season starts in April. 
League age is the age attained by a player prior to July 1 of the 
current playing year.  
Girls; 7-17 yrs; $40 residents; $80 non-residents; $5 late fee 
 

Indoor Soccer 
Registration is January 1-March 1. Season starts in April. 
League age is the age attained by a player prior to July 1 of the 
current playing year.  
Boys and Girls; 5-12 yrs; $40 residents; $80 non-residents;  
$5 late fee 

YOUTH INDIVIDUAL SPORTS 
 
Track 

Registration is January 1-March 1 for the Fayetteville Rockets. 
Meets begin in April. Register at any recreation center. 
Boys and Girls; 7-17 yrs; $40 residents; $80 non-residents;  
$5 late fee  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Swim 
Registration is March 1-May 1. League starts in May. League 
age is the age attained by a player prior to August 1 of the  
current playing year. Swimmer must be able to swim the 
length of the pool. 
Boys and Girls; 7-17 yrs; $40 residents; $80 non-residents;  
$5 late fee  
 

Golf Lessons 
Hook a kid on golf! This is your chance to learn how to play 
the right way. Lessons held at Cypress Lakes Golf Course. 
Each session includes three 2-hour lessons on Saturday 
mornings. Participants must provide their own clubs.  
Boys and Girls; 6-17 yrs; July, Sept. sessions;  
10 am-noon; $40/session 
 

Athletics  
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Tennis Lessons 
These are private, one on one lessons. Each lesson is one hour 
and will be held at Mazarick Park Tennis Center. Year round 
lessons available. FCPR is a member of the USTA 
Boys and Girls; 6-17 yrs; $40/hour residents; $80/hour         
non-residents 
  
Tiny Tots Tennis 
Year round tennis program in a group setting for children 
who want to learn how to play the game.  
Boys and Girls; 4-6 yrs; Tues. and Thurs.; 3:30-4 pm at 
Mazarick Park Tennis Center; $50/month residents;         
$100/month non-residents  

 
Quick Start Tennis 
These group lessons for children will follow the adapted   
version of Quick Start tennis. 
Boys and Girls; 7-11 yrs; Mon., Wed. and Fri; 3:30-4:15 pm at 
Mazarick Park Tennis Center; $60/month residents;  
$120/month non-residents 
 
Junior Training Tennis 
Training program for youth tennis players who want to take 
their game to the next level.  
Boys and Girls; 12-18 yrs; Mon.-Fri.; 4-6 pm at Mazarick Park 
Tennis Center; $180/month or $20/session for residents;  
$360/month or $40/session for non-residents 

Wrestling Instructional Program 
Registration is September 1-November 1. Learn the basics of 
wrestling. This program is open to boys and girls and will be 
held at Myers Recreation Center. Program will be held on 
Saturday mornings in November and December. 
Boys and Girls; 6-12 yrs; $40 residents; $80 non-residents;  
$5 late fee  
  

Wrestling  
Registration is December 1-February 1. Transition from  
instructional lessons into competitive matches. This program 
is open to boys and girls and tournaments will be held on 
Saturdays beginning in March.  
Boys and Girls; 6-12 yrs; $40 residents; $80 non-residents;  
$5 late fee 
 

YOUTH DEVELOPMENT 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Junior Official Program 
This 3-part program will focus on the following: 
 
Level 100 will focus on Life Skills training involving  
decision-making, conflict resolution, team building, customer 
service and communication. 
 
Level 200 will focus on athletic officiating philosophies, rule 
enforcement, exams, mechanics and film review. 
 
Level 300 will focus on the field/court practicum exercises 
with live scrimmages. 
 
Prospective officials must complete each level in order to  
advance to the next phase. Upon completion of all 3 levels, 
graduates have the opportunity to officiate youth games in 
the FCPR program and earn money!  
 
Register at any recreation center.  
Boys and Girls; 14-18 yrs; Free 
 
Registration dates:  
Basketball: Aug. 1-Oct. 1  
Baseball/Softball: Jan. 1-March 1 
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ADAPTIVE SPORTS 

 

For information on Buddy Sports, see page 38. 
 
Adaptive Archery - Clark Park 
Archery program offers the opportunity to learn, practice and 
enjoy camaraderie with the other participants.  
Pre-registration is required.  
Call 910-433-1395 for more information or to register. 
18+; Free 
 

Adaptive Archery - Lake Rim Park 
Archery program offers the opportunity to learn, practice and 
enjoy camaraderie with the other participants.  
Pre-registration is required.  
Call 910-433-1395 for more information or to register.  
18+; Free 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Veteran Airgun Series 
The program aims to enhance the quality of life for disabled 
Veterans and disabled members of the Armed Forces by  
introducing them to the inherent benefits of Air Gun  
competition, including fundamental knowledge, competitive 
options, and the development of a sustainable, satisfying  
lifetime leisure activity. Pre-registration is required. 
Call 910-433-1395 for more information or to register.  

ADULT SPORTS 

 

Adult Softball  
Registration will end Feb. 15. The season will start in March.  
18+; $400 team/1 night per week leagues;  
$500 team/2 nights per week leagues;  
$75/optional, double elimination tournament 

 
Senior Adult Intramural Softball 
Registration will end Feb. 15. The season is scheduled to start 
in March.  
45+; Men and Women; $40/person residents;  
$80/person non-residents 
  
Adult Basketball  
Registration is October 1-December 1. The season will start in  
January.  
18+; $500 team/1 night per week leagues;  
$600 team/2 night per week leagues  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Adult Tennis Lessons 
Private lessons are offered for all ability levels at Mazarick 
Park.  
18+; $40/hour residents; $80/hour non-residents 
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L.E.A.P. After-School Program 
Locations: Cliffdale Recreation Center, College Lakes  
Recreation Center, Eastover-Central Recreation Center,  
*E.E. Miller Recreation Center, J.D. Pone Recreation Center, 
J.S. Spivey Recreation Center, Lake Rim Recreation Center, 
Pine Forest Recreation Center,  Stedman Recreation Center, 
Stoney Point Recreation Center and Westover Recreation 
Center 
 
Learning, Enrichment and Play, or L.E.A.P, After School  
Program is designed for children in grades K-8 and is broken 
down into times for snacks, free play and a study period when 
children complete homework and/or play quiet activities. 
Staff assists the participants with homework when  
appropriate. Parents must provide transportation. Recreation 
centers located next to year round schools follow the year 
round school schedule. Space is limited.   
 
Grades K-8; Mon.-Fri. the days Cumberland County Schools 
are in session; 2:30-6 pm; Resident: $140/month or $40/week 
per child; Non-Resident: $280/month or $80/week per child 
 
*E.E. Miller Recreation Center will offer L.E.A.P for students 
who attend school on a year-round schedule. 

Workday Camp 
Locations: Cliffdale Recreation Center, College Lakes 
Recreation Center, Eastover-Central Recreation Center, 
*E.E. Miller Recreation Center, J.D. Pone Recreation Center, 
J.S. Spivey Recreation Center, Kiwanis Recreation Center, 
Lake Rim Recreation Center, Massey Hill Recreation Center, 
Pine Forest Recreation Center, Smith Recreation Center, 
Stedman Recreation Center, Stoney Point Recreation Center 
and Westover Recreation Center 
 
Need something for your kids to do on those teacher  
workdays? Bring them to one of our recreation centers and 
let them burn some of the energy off. This structured program 
provides a safe and entertaining atmosphere for your child, 
where they will play games, do arts and crafts and other fun 
activities. Participants must bring a nonperishable lunch. 
Please register at least one week in advance. 
 
Grades K-8; **Oct. 13, 20, Nov. 4, 26, Dec. 22, 23, 24, 29, 30, 31  
Jan. 2, Feb. 13, 16; 7:30 am-6 pm;  
Resident: $18/day per child; Non-Resident: $36/day per child 
 
*E.E. Miller Recreation Center will be offering Workday/
Intercession Camp for students who attend school on a  
year-round schedule; **Sept. 22-26, 29-30, Oct. 1-3, 6-10, 13, 
Nov. 4, 26, Dec. 22, 23, 24, 29, 30, 31, Jan. 2, 5-9, Feb. 13, 18. 
 
**Dates are subject to change based on the Cumberland 
County Schools calendar changes and adjustments. 

S
C

H
O

O
L

 R
E

L
A

T
E

D
 P

R
O

G
R

A
M

S
 

15 
www.fcpr.us 

School Related Programs 


